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Reconstruction and 1876: Crash Course U.S. History #22
https://youtu.be/u6fNzo6tThY  
Reconstruction is one of the events that shaped the US history that any student should be familiar with. By the end of the course students should be able to understand some fundamental issues that surrounded Reconstruction. The learning objectives of this video include:
· Identify the period in US history when reconstruction took place. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Identify the events that led (preceded) Reconstruction. 
· Explain the purpose of reconstruction.
· Explain how President Lincoln’s position of reconstruction differed with that of Radical Republicans and why he was assassinated. 
· Explain the impacts of the reconstruction in the South.
· Analyze the impacts both positive and negative that Reconstruction had on the black Americans. 
· Explain the relationship between slavery and Reconstruction.
· Examine the economic and social impacts of the Reconstruction. 
· Identify the Amendments that were established during the Reconstruction era and their impacts. 
· Understand the provisions of the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments and the respective years when they were passed by Congress. 
· Explain the role of President Abraham Lincoln in Reconstruction. 
· Understand Andrew Johnson’s presidential Reconstruction. 
· Explain whether the presidency was weak or strong during Reconstruction. 
· Explain how the black codes came to existence and how they affected the black Americans. 
· Analyze the ways in which the blacks responded to the black codes. 
· Explain when and how the Freedmen’s Bureau and Civil Rights Bill were of significance to the blacks.
· Explain how Ku Klux Klan came to rise and its main targets. 
· Examine the ways in which the radical republicans shaped the whole process of Reconstruction.
· Understand why the Congress impeach President Andrew Johnson and by what margin the motion failed in the Senate. 
· Analyze how the new president Ulysses Grant contributed to the protection of the African Americans. 
· Explain the successes and failures of the Reconstruction.  
· Explain why the 1876 election was a highly controversial election and who won the election. 
· Understand how Reconstruction came to an end.















W. Assignment 1
How colonial expansion into the Pacific Ocean was the logical extension of Manifest Destiny during the Spanish-American War.
I agree with the assertion that colonial expansion into the Pacific Ocean was the logical extension of Manifest Destiny because after the war, it is the USA that became more powerful. The Spanish-American war is known to be an armed conflict that emerged between the United States and Spain. Conflicts began immediately after the explosion of the USS Maine that happened in Cuba at Havana harbor. The war benefited the United States by emerging the winner over the Caribbean region against Spain. After the Spanish-American war, the United States acquired Spain's Pacific possessions. The war was highly notable not because the United States succeeded to seize territories from other empires. It was realized that as a result of the war, United States was realized to be a formidable military power in the global community. The led to an expansion into the Pacific Ocean which was a significant extension of Manifest Destiny by being considered as the newest superpower, helped Cuba to gain independence to protect Americans in the country, and  United States proved to have the best military. 
The United States winning the Spanish-American war made it the newest superpower. The U.S and Spain engaged in peaceful negotiation with the American government which involved the signing of a Treaty of Paris. The antagonists signed the treaty on December 10, 1898. In the treaty, Spain was expected to renounce its claim to Cuba. Additionally, the United States acquired the sovereignty of the Philippines for $20 million and demanded the Spain government to pay Cuba an estimated $400 million national debt by conceded the Mariana island of Guam and Puerto Rico to the U.S. However, whether it was intentional or not, United States ended up emerging as the newest superpower in the world after the Paris peace talks. This was as a result of strategic territorial possessions that stretched from the Caribbean to the Pacific Ocean. Economically, the United States acquired great profits from new trade markets it started to gain in the Caribbean, Far East, and Pacific.  
The Spanish-American war led to the Cubans gaining freedom from Spain. The United States was motivated towards ensuring that Cuba is no longer under Spanish rule. It was watching with interest as the country struggled for independence. The United States had continually invested in business worth millions of dollars in Cuba. Many American citizens were residing there ensuring that the U.S. traded goods within the country. For that reason, the United States assisted in the war against Spain to protect American citizens and businesses operating in Cuba. Theodore Roosevelt and his rough riders as well participated in the war to help win the battle. Cuba became an independent country in 1902, with the U.S withdrawing its troops. Nevertheless, the United States was allowed to intervene in Cuba to ensure the establishment of a stable government. 
The battle of Manila Bay proved that the United States was always ready for battle. Before the onset of the battle, the antagonist nations required a two-ocean navy. Spain's fleet was located at Manila Bay where a majority of their ships were stationed. The assistant secretary was to receive orders from the Navy Theodore Roosevelt and Admiral George Dewey was to descend upon the Spanish ships before the war was declared. With that position, Dewey was in the best position to launch a strike that would have been made history to the Americans for their triumph. The American navy has ships made of steel as compared to Spain troops who had wooden ships. This showed that the American troops were ready for war and after Dewey's guns stopped to fire on the Spain troops, the entire Spanish squadron was destroyed. This clearly showed that the United States had the best military power over Spain proving to be a strong country.    
With the ending of the war, the United States had completely transformed. It had become a recognized world power holding many interests in the Pacific. The United States managed to protect its interests by defeating Spain, by enabling Cuba to gain independence. Even though the United States intentionally or not engaged itself in the war with Spain, the European influence in American land and islands was cut short. Hence, the Americans gained access to new trade markets which promoted profits by stretching its possession from the Caribbean to the Pacific Ocean. Additionally, peace was regained in Cuba, the Philippians, Mariana island of Guam, and Puerto Rico among American residents and businesses invested in these regions. The United States' victory as well helped it to gain respect globally through being rendering it a new superpower. 
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W. Assignment 2
Radical Social Movements At The Turn Of The Century
Capitalism has continually dominated the world today. It is known as a system that creates wealth by increasing profits through the land, labor, and a free market. Capitalism is seen to be a replacement for slavery and feudalism. Over the years, capitalists have been promising to provide equality and improving living standards through technological innovations as well as mass production. However, this is seen to bring disparity among the people living in different social classes. These are some of the reasons why Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels on the "Manifesto of the communist party” book raises issues that criticize capitalism. Their criticism is based on the exploitation of workers, and capitalists creating private social powers. 
Capitalists are exploitative. Considering that capital results from socially productive activity, its value is based on the labor provision. The capitalists depend highly on the workers' productivity through controlling the industries, supervising the workers' means of production to ensure maximum profits are acquired. According to the bourgeois, workers do not have the resources to run the economy and for that reason, they must work for them for survival (Marx, Engels, and Moore 475). This being the greatest challenge facing the worker, they are forced to provide labor force at minimal wages, and sometimes receiving underpayments. The workers’ wages are not equal to the value of work they provide to their employers. According to Marx and Engels, the bourgeois class has continuously exploited the workers. 
Capitalists create private social powers. These social powers are known to be located in separate economic spheres of social life. It involves modes of production like feudalism well-known to comprise of expropriation of excess labor by the dominant social class (Marx, Engels, and Moore 480). The social powers have much economic and political influence hence determining how each of the fields should run to favor and protect their interests.  For that reason, they control the economy and make sure the proletarians do not have a chance to rise to their standards. This compels the workers to work and remain submissive to capitalists. Additionally, capitalism has maintained the status quo of the bourgeois class by making sure they are at high levels of the social class (Pitts, and Harry 160). The proletarians remain at low levels where they continue serving the capitalists as well as abiding with set laws without question.
However, after Marx and Engels criticize capitalism, they came along with a solution that will bring equality. They were much concerned with how workers suffer under the rule of the capitalists. They introduce and support socialism that is a system intended to ensure all people in society get an equal share of the elements of production. In this case, there will be no workers or bourgeois since ownership is granted to all through democracy and is demonstrated through a cooperative system with all members of a society having a share of resources. This system attracted many workers because it discouraged exploitation and rejection of discrimination. 
Among the critiques of Marx and Engels were based on the exploitation of workers by the capitalists. They were exploited due to a lack of resources and power to run the economy. They suffered from being underpaid and sometimes losing jobs when their employers are not pleased with them. It was rendering many people jobless and employing many at very low wages. This forced many workers to provide labor for survival. However, workers are not exploited according to the socialistic system (CFI Education Inc). Each one of them would take part in deciding how resources should be managed. This means that each person receives or contributes according to an individual's potential. Every person is entitled to basic goods including those who are incapable of contributing. For that reason, the system ensures a reduction in poverty levels in society in a great way. 
Capitalists focus on their interests to remain in power over-ruling the proletarians. This helps to maintain their status quo after gaining lots of profits from exploiting proletarians and developing policies that favor them. In the US, most of the proletarians are African-Americans who have faced racial discrimination for a long period (CFI Education Inc). Socialism favored the workers as it advocates for an equal right to resources which include both economic and political power. In this case, there is no dominant class based on social class as power is shared equally. With the socialistic system disapproving discrimination, everyone does what is best for them. Socialism encouraged democracy which opened many opportunities to the people of color. They enjoyed the rights of voting for the people they wanted, get the best education, and live lifestyles that other Americans enjoy.  
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